
Letter from Stacey Lobin, degree transfer student to Emily Carr, May 10, 2013 

 

I continue to be dismayed at the proposed cuts to the Capilano University budget. Despite vocal and 

fierce lobbying, the inability of the administration to enter dialogue on the topic is shockingly poor; the 

attitude of President Bulcroft is scornful and dismissive. I am ashamed of my school. 

 

Although my dearest wish is for Textile Arts to retain its diploma status, please consider this letter to be 

in support of all the programs included in the proposed cuts. They are each unique, intrinsic, and 

necessary to the learning community at CapU. 

 

I graduated from the Textile Arts Diploma Program in 2010, and have been pursuing my studies as a 

degree transfer student at Emily Carr University. If the program is eliminated, I will never be able to 

finish my degree, as I am required to complete a certain amount of credits through CapU; ECU is not in 

any way fitted with hardware or resources for textile art, and I don’t see the value of completing a 

degree if I cannot use my chosen medium. 

 

I have seen statements suggesting that the programs considered for elimination are those that have “no 

future” or that are dead-end activities; they are by no means useless, but you are rendering them such 

by refusing them house-space. 

 

A main reason cited for cutting Studio Arts and Textile Arts, in particular, are its costs. I understand that 

because of their forty year histories and successive grandfathering though several academic iterations, 

they have always been fully funded with supplies and materials. It is, however, common practice for any 

secondary visual arts program to charge fees for studio supplies, and for students to provide their own 

materials. Has this even been considered at CapU as a partial solution to our programs’ large budgets?  I 

know that I would gladly pay a materials fee in addition to tuition for future classes in textiles, and I feel 

very blessed and grateful to have been spared that expense previously. 

 

I have never encountered a more unconditionally inclusive group of people than textile artists. Previous 

graduates go out of their way to be generous and helpful to newer CapU grads; local guilds and 

associations welcome us eagerly and provide infinite support. Everyone who graduates from Textile Arts 

is imbued with the pleasure of performing work that has been practiced for thousands of years, and we 

are all eager to share our knowledge with successive students. This 40 year-old program is essential to 

the continuance of that tradition; its very longevity is testament to its rightful place at CapU. 

 

I took a quick look at the CapU financials for the past few years (you have records and financial 

statements back to 2006 on the website). The provincial operating grants and contractual funds have 

hovered at or around $39 million each year, and did not increase despite its designation as a university 

in 2008. I consider it a shocking dereliction of duty in President Bulcroft and the previous president that 

they did not  have the wherewithal to demand university-level funding from the provincial government, 



and that revenue has remained static in that time. Money is clearly available, as the $113 million gift to 

Emily Carr University earlier this year indicates; Presidents Bulcroft and Lee demonstrated a resounding 

failure of opportunity and  responsibility to serve their offices. Students of Capilano University should 

not have to suffer for their incompetence. 

 

I will close with the words of President Bulcroft in her primary address to the community in 2010: 

 

“[...] Capilano has earned an international reputation as a place where students feel valued as 

individuals and are supported in their learning. [...] [W]e will continue our commitment to our college 

roots.We will continue to provide open access for our students, ensure small class sizes at all levels, 

offer support services and a campus ethos that tells students that success is for everyone, and continue 

to find ways to support faculty in best practices in teaching and learning. Additionally, we will continue 

to offer certificates and degrees that have real-world relevance and that provide students with 

experiential learning opportunities while on their way to earning their credentials.” 

 

Vertical cuts are in direct opposition to this philosophy. Please keep our school intact. 

 

Stacey Lobin 

Textile Arts 2010 


