
-----Original Message----- 

From: rwong@ecuad.ca [mailto:rwong@ecuad.ca]  

Sent: Tuesday, May 07, 2013 4:00 PM 

To: president 

Cc: Frances L Corlett; Sandra M Ferens; Mark Battersby 

Subject: Capilano's Studio Art and Textile Arts Programs 

 

Dear Kris Bulcroft, 

We are writing to urge you to find a way to keep Capilano's Studio Art and Textile Arts 

Programs running for students. 

It was extremely disappointing to hear of the decision to eliminate these programs without 

consultation, discussion, or option.  This goes against the values of access, transparency and 

fairness that should guide post-secondary education. 

Specialized facilities such as the bronze foundry and the digital loom are incredibly rare in 

Canadian post-secondary institutions, and this closure is a loss to artists at a time when the arts 

and creativity urgently need to be protected and respected. 

We have heard spokespeople from Capilano state that your art programs are available elsewhere, 

chiefly at Emily Carr. This is mistaken; we have no textile art program and have been partnering 

with Capilano for some years to provide our students opportunities in this discipline.   

Likewise the studio art program with its small size, multidisciplinary focus, and atelier model, 

has no equivalent in the BC education system. Because the studio art program is only a two year 

course, we receive some of our best students into third year from Capilano.   

Elimination of these programs will deal a significant blow to the survival of regional art and 

culture in BC. 

Please reconsider this short-sighted, destructive decision and open a dialogue with the 

department faculty, staff and students that respects the value of what they contribute to creative 

communities in British Columbia and beyond. 

Sincerely, 

 

Rita Wong 

Emily Carr Faculty Association President 

cc.Sandra Ferens, Head of Department, Studio Arts Board of Governors, c/o Frances Corlett 

Mark Battersby, Capilano University Faculty Association President 
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