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May 11, 2011 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Program Cuts Put Capilano Students on the Wrong Track Says Faculty 

 

“Senior Administration at Capilano University wants to cut programs in the Faculty of Student 
Services and Developmental Studies by close to 20 per cent,” said John Wilson, president of the 
Capilano University Faculty Association.  “That’s going to adversely affect hundreds of adult learners 
who want to improve their life by accessing Capilano programs,” Wilson added. 

Wilson’s concerns about the program cuts stem from a recommendation made by the University’s 
senior administrators to cut funding for the second year in a row in its Faculty of Student Services and 
Developmental Studies – this year the cuts total almost $450,000. According to Wilson, the program 
cuts over this year and last will eliminate approximately 1,100 seats in various programs including 
adult literacy, community outreach and Adult Basic Education (ABE). This year as many as 728 
students could be adversely affected by these cuts according to the Faculty Association. 

“The cuts will also affect some very important student services,” Wilson noted. “Counseling hours, for 
example, will be cut by close to 20 per cent. This change eliminates about 1,120 counseling hours for 
students at our university. These are critical services that make an enormous difference in the lives of 
our students,” Wilson added. 

“Capilano University has a mandate to help students succeed. These cuts contradict that mandate,” 
Wilson stressed. “According to the Ministry of Education statistics, 20-25 per cent of the post-
secondary student population in B.C. attended ABE programs before enrolling in post-secondary 
education. Capilano’s proposed cuts to upgrading programs and student support services simply 
close the door on hundreds of potential students who want to access post-secondary education,” 
Wilson noted. 

“There are some workable solutions to the funding problems at Capilano,” Wilson added. “For 
example, our institution is home to a provincial film school that supports the development of emerging 
talents and skills in B.C.’s billion-dollar-plus film industry. However, the operating costs of that 
provincial initiative are shouldered entirely by our institution. If the provincial government was 
prepared to support a more balanced and sensible funding arrangement for the film school, Capilano 
would have the capacity it needs to maintain its Developmental Studies program rather than cut it. It 
makes sense to us that to protect the needs of vulnerable adult learners, the province should re-think 
how it funds provincial initiatives like our film school,” Wilson stressed. 

“We are contacting MLAs, MPs and Cabinet Ministers to pressure the administration to change its 
mind about their proposed cuts. We are also going public with newspaper ads to get the community 
involved as well. On May 24th, the Board of Governors at Capilano will meet to decide whether these 
cuts will be implemented. By speaking out now we are hopeful these cuts will not be approved 
because they make no sense for our students or for our community,” Wilson concluded. 
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