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May 16, 2011 

 

Letter to  

MLA Hon. Naomi Yamamoto, North Vancouver-Lonsdale, Min of Advanced Education, 

Naomi.yamamoto.mla@leg.bc.ca 

MLA Jane Thornthwaite, North Vancouver-Seymour,jane.thornthwaite.mla@leg.bc.ca  

MLA Ralph Sultan, West-Vancouver,Ralph.sultan.mla@leg.bc.ca 

 

Dear [MLA]: 

An important public institution on the North Shore is taking steps to dilute one of its key mandates: 

to serve the community by supporting effective student access. The public institution is Capilano 

University and the change that we are most concerned about is a proposal to reduce programs and 

services in Capilano’s Faculty of Student Services and Developmental Studies. If the proposed 

changes are allowed to go through, the Faculty would lose close to 20 per cent of its programs and 

services, a loss that would eliminate approximately 1,100 student spaces and 1,120 counseling hours 

for students across Capilano’s various campuses. 

Developmental Studies is a critical part of Capilano’s history and connection to both students and 

the communities from which they come. Through a diverse collection of campus and community-

based programs and outreach services, Developmental Studies allows adult learners an important 

opportunity: the chance to enter post-secondary education, upgrade skills, complete a degree, 

certificate, diploma or apprenticeship and do it all with the kind of support that is needed to build 

confidence and success with these learners. 

According to the Ministry of Education 20-25 per cent of B.C.’s post-secondary student population 

has taken some form of Developmental Education programming. Why? Because not every post-

secondary student goes directly from high school to a post-secondary institution. And because that 

direct transfer is not the norm for many students, re-engaging with a post-secondary learning 

environment is a critical step for these students. Some of them need to complete their Grade 12 

credential. Others need to get necessary prerequisites that will allow them to make career changes 

and choices that give them access to better jobs and better lives. Still others find that through 

Developmental Education programs they are better prepared in terms of stronger learning skills and 

more confidence to take on the challenges that they will encounter in their lives and their further 

education. 
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The proposed changes in the funding of Developmental Studies and Student Services at Capilano are 

rationalized by senior administrators as simply a response to the budget realities as dictated by the 

provincial government. We acknowledge that provincial operating grants to post-secondary 

institutions have not kept pace with inflation or growing demands for new programs, but the 

proposed cuts to these programs will only make a bad situation worse. B.C., like many other 

jurisdictions in Canada, is facing a looming skills shortage as an aging population means more people 

retiring from the workforce than entering it. As a result, our province needs to do a much better job 

encouraging and supporting students to the completion of their post-secondary education. 

Developmental Studies programs and services are a key access point in that effort and have the 

strong support of a wide variety of community partners. Cutting those programs, as the 

administration at Capilano is proposing to do, will only undermine the work that Capilano University 

and other post-secondary institutions need to be doing to address the looming skills shortage. 

There are workable solutions to the budget problems that Capilano faces, but it will take a 

commitment on the part of the provincial government and the senior administration at Capilano to 

make those solutions a reality. For example, Capilano is home to a very significant and critical 

program that trains technicians and others involved in B.C.’s billion dollar-plus movie industry. The 

program was made possible, in part, by generous private donations; however, the operating budget 

for this facility is shouldered completely by Capilano. In effect, a regional university is taking on the 

operating costs for what is a provincial training program. If there was a more equitable sharing of 

the operating costs for this film production program, the budget crunch that the Developmental 

Studies programs and counseling services face could be averted. 

Those kinds of solutions are possible, but without leadership from both the province and the 

administration at Capilano, Developmental Studies students may end up the big losers. That doesn’t 

make sense and we are asking MLAs in the various communities in which Capilano University 

operates to join our call for a reconsideration of the proposed cuts to developmental programs and 

counseling services.  

We would appreciate hearing from you as soon as possible so that we can find ways to protect these 

programs and support these students. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

John Wilson 

President, CFA 

 


